THE VISVA-BHARATI QUARTKRLY
the working of these institutions, hot In while they were
functioning under his direct guidance as well as when he
was away, that one could discover how far a collective prac-
tice of non-violence was really possible in actual life.
What struck me most during that interview was the
detachment with which he spoke about his own life, his
aspirations and achievements, and that with someone of
whom he knew almost nothing. It was indeed the same
truly scientific arid impersonal spirit which I had witnessed
elsewhere, in the laboratory, but which was of such rare
occurrence in our emotion-ridden, storm-tossed private or
public life. It also dawned upon me that what Gandhiji
meant by Truth was not anything static but something
which was constantly open to examination and revision;
something which was definitely known to be of a limited
nature but was capable of expansion and growth. This
personal contact with Gandhi ji gave me the courage to
follow what I considered to be my duty even when it might
hurt the feelings of those whom I hold in great respect.
An occasion arose on the 20th of November 1946* at
Kazirkhil Camp in Noakhali. Ail of Gandhi ji's tried
workers, like Sri Pyarelal or Sri Satis Chandra Das
Gupta, had been assigned special duties. Whoever had any
knowledge of village life or experience in constructive work
had been posted in one or other of the riot-torn villages oF
Noakhali; and none of the old associates were, in conse-
quence, available for looking after Gandhiji's personal
needs when he decided to move from village to village on
a lonely pilgrimage. By a fortunate accident, the call came
to me; but what I felt was that Gandhiji had made up his
mind to put up with as much inconvenience as possible, if
only he could thereby release his trained and tried asso-
ciates for more important work elsewhere*
When I was to decide finally if the proposal was agreeable
to me or not, I frankly placed before Gandhiji my personal
difficulties. There could be no question so far as serving
him personally was concerned; to me it was indeed a
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